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was right in what he said to Sir Philip Gibbs in May,
1938:* "We don't want Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Ruthe-
nians, or other non-Germanic peoples within our frontiers.
As for Mr. Napoleon, we have read a little history, and we
know what happened to him. We know that if we pur-
sued that policy it would be for Germany the road to ruin.
We shan't go that way." Now both Germany and Italy
have gone that way, and have strengthened their material
frontiers at the cost of psychological factors. The Germans
have over-reached themselves, as they did in the Great War
when they declared unrestricted submarine warfare and
brought the United States to the side of the Allied Powers.

We must beware of a geo-political romanticism which
sees all Europe as a potential battlefield, where politicians
are scheming for strategic advantages. No doubt War
Offices everywhere are doing so. In the past we took
Gibraltar and Malta (for instance) to secure our position
in the Mediterranean. But Europe is a potential play-
ground and garden as well as a potential battlefield. Men
everywhere genuinely do want peace. Herr Hitler assumed
the protection of Slovakia, for instance, in order to save
her from Hungary, who threatened (and is still threaten-
ing) to invade her. The Slovaks were united in little ex-
cept their anti-Czechism and anti-Semitism, but they were
united also in asking the Germans to help them. To-day
they have stability, at the price of a certain surrender of
liberty (and a certain gain in liberty, for the Czech
dominion was more galling than the German) and they
are delighted (pace Pertinax, Tabouis, and Co.) to allow
German troops to fortify their frontiers.

Germany has behaved badly towards us, let it be re-
peated emphatically, and has made it impossible for us to
reach an understanding without taking off our coat and

* Sir Philip Gibbs in a letter to The Times on March i8th,
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